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and the most sober Protestants disapproved, and in
which La Rochellc and other towns refused to take
any part. The desultory campaign which followed
only deserves mention for an opportunity it gave
Henry of conspicuously displaying that valour, not
less obstinate than fiery, which so greatly impressed
the imagination of his countrymen and established
his influence and popularity among the warlike gen-
try of both religions.

He had never been able to obtain possession of the
district of Quercy which had been settled on Margaret
of Valois as her dower. The inhabitants of Cahors,
the capital of Quercy, had been notorious usurers
during the Middle Ages, and the town was still pros-
perous and wealthy. Defended by strong walls, by
a garrison of 1,500 men, under a brave and trust-
worthy governor and still more by its position, for
thfe narrow and steep streets wind up to the summit
of a bold rock surrounded on three sides by a bend
of the river Lot, Cahors appeared to defy any sudden
assault.

Henry, who was at Montauban, marched thirty
miles under a scorching summer sun with a force not
more numerous than the garrison ; and at nightfall
approached Cahors under cover of the thick groves
of walnut trees which grew close to where the road
from Montauban entered the town by a bridge de-
fended by two gates and other outworks. A heavy
storm favoured the surprise. Even the explosion of
the petards by which the gates were blown in was
mistaken by many for a peal of thunder- But it
was after they had penetrated into the town that the